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ADDRESSING THENEEDSOF TODAYO0 S FHRREFIFRLENTING
THE SEEDS FOR A SECURE FUTURE FOR OUR COMMUNITY.

This is the first of a series of articles dedicated to helping you keep
more of what you earn in your pocket and getting what is in your pocket
to work for you harder in these uncertain economic times.

Turning Up the Heat
on Your Earnings

Stimulus  checks,  stimulus,
stimulus checksé
big buzz around workplaces

recentl y. I f
money is gone and spent
already. That would have bee na
good way to get a jump on
some of that revolving debt but
that flat screen TV does get
mi ghty tempting.
need to splurge every now and
again. Now though is definitely
the time to get a handle on just
how much you do owe and how
much yo u are paying in interest
to each creditor.

The average monthly
amount paid for interest on
credit card balances by U.S.
households was nearly $400.00
recentl y. That ds

y Ou:

pocket that you just cannot
afford not to plug. Re -allocating
some of your credit balances to
lower rate accounts, or better
yet to home equity loans since
they are deductible, can put
hundreds of dollars back into
your pocket each month.

A dirty little industry secret is
that you can call the credit
cards co mpany directly and
negotiate a lower rate. With
bankruptcies skyrocketing these
days the card companies are
open to reasonable compromise
when faced with the prospect of
having to write the debt off
completely. Most of us do not like
to have to haggle over  anything,
especially debt but when you
realize just how much money you

Membgg ey

can save each and every month with
some minor interest rate adjustments
you may come to actually enjoy it.
The key is to emphasize the possibility
of the card company not recovering
any of the debt against the option
that they reduce your interest rate.

You will be surprised at their
willingness to work
entering a period of history where our
financial systems will work well for
those he plan ahead carefully. Those
who do not will be challenged to stay
afloat fiscally. Plan carefully to make
sure that you and your family have

the future that you deserve.
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Fom the Desk of the Vice President

Greetings
As you may have heard by now, our office has been renovated and is open for business
once again. The work was done by retired member

forget to t hank him for a job well done. For all who have not heard, our meetings are back on.

They will be held once a month, on the first payday of the month. We are now in the process of
procuring cable for the office. This will enable us to get together and have a few social events
rather than conducting business all the time

On the 18 t of June we held an open house for our members. The purpose was to let
everyone get a look at our Fire Safety Trailer and Pull Vehicle. Both belong to the organization
and were pu rchased with grant money supplied by the Dept. of Homeland Security. The grant
that we received was due in no small part to
the efforts of our president Tony Luke. Love him
or hate him, you canot
organizations best interest in mind.

We recently took the Trailer and Pull
Vehicle to an event s p
Ti mer so. You woul d n
appreciative they were at where the
organization is now as compared to where it
was when they were around. To see their pride
at what has bee n accomplished was nothing
short of heartwarming. We heard from many
of them that they felt the organization was in . :
good hands. Of course, it was nice to hear. I t 0s
good to know that they approve of whave,| meard alleof obre e r
me mber s . This 1isnodt a one dog show. Nothing that
done without your support . th8nkyou foryeuestppat fVdeinbwehdvet o
the ability to meet in our own building and to get out into the communit y and make a
difference. Come, join us and see where we are now.

Blessings to all,
Terence R. Watson
VG-V.P.




Status of Organization

Report of activities
dated 1/1/08 -6/30/08 : The
organization started off the
year in the midst of the
legal assessment payback
per member motion made
at a fall 2007 business
meeting. The total amount
dispersed to the mem bers
was approximately $92,000.
As was explained at the
time the motion was made
the organization received a
refund check from the
attorney in the amount of
$68,000.00. This represented
all attorney fees paid prior
by the organization for the
lawsuit. Cour t costs and
expert fees that
represented the difference
between the refund check
and the total amount
assessed was not refunded
therefore the organization
had to make up for that
difference from the general
fund when the member

Life Safety Trailer
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refund was paid out. This
resulted in the need to
cash in our certificate of
deposit and close all
banking accounts except
for the general fund
checking. The final result
was that the organization
started the second quarter
of the year with a near zero
balance in all accounts.
We have been able to
okeep t he I i gt
continue our community
activities through the
actions of several Executive
Board members that
supported the operation of
the organization through
per sonal fund
currently  operating on
extremely close margins
and forecast that all
personal funds used to
assist the organization will
have been repaid by the
beginning of the 4 t quarter
of this year at which time

we can begin to reestablish
the fiscal stability of the
organization. The Vanguards
extends its sincere thanks to
the following members for
their support:

1 Terence Watson

John Boyd
Emmanuel Williams
Johnny Brewington
Bashir Rahman
Bernard Russel

Damon Johnson
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Troy Sullivan

We could not  have
achieved all of our
accomplishments to this
point without their
assistance, thank you once
again.

Promational Study Lab
Starting. Soon

Contact V.P. Watson
For information

In April of this year we took possession of the life safety trailer that we purchased through

the Homeland Security grant that we r

controlled in -door

into a climate
f acizimgi &

n near mint

eceived last year. The unit is 39 feet long with numerous
audio/video capabilities and the ability to simulate tornadoes and hurricanes for training
purposes making it the most advanced safety trailer in
the Northeast Ohio area. The purchase price of the
trailer was approximately $68,000.00. We facilitated
storage for the vehicle at 4500 Lee Rd. Members may
recognize this address as being our old office location.
The building has been converted
storage
month to month lease at a cost of $181.00/month for

the storage space. During the latter part of May we
purchased a 2004 Ford F -350 duel wheel pick -up truck
from a seller in Houston, Texas. Members who have

already seen it can attest to it being |
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condition with 86,000 miles. It has a 6.0L Turbo Diesel V8 engine with crew cab and leather.
Wedre paying $592. 00/ month and we own it in three

We also had to purchase insurance on
both the trailer and the truck to be able to
operate the unit. Insurance on the trailer is

$1,200.00/year and covers theft, damage & 3 :
accident. It also covers liability for the = &
children while they are in the trailer during = ' =

demonstrations. Insurance for the truck was
$1,253.00/year for full coverage listing fo ur
drivers. Currently the drivers are Emmanuel
Williams, John Boyd, Terence Watson and
Tony Luke. To add additional drivers costs an
additional $800/year/ d_
| ooking to get t he t riiaes
exterior advertising similar to what you se e E
with some RTA buses. We are working on
obtaining sponsorship funds for the design
and have spoken with several individual s i ncludir
shown some interest. Total cost for the design is estimated to be approximate ly $6,000.00-
$$8,000.00 so until we obtain some external funding that will be on hold. We are getting requests

for the trailer at events daily so anyone interested in volunteering to assist should contact either

Emmanuel Williams or Terence Watson at their numbers listed later in this edition. Also, any
member wi shing to have the trailer appear at an
birthday party contact the same individuals.
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Trailer Design Project

Currently our li fe safety trailer has a plain white fiberglass exterior. The plan is to have the
trailer owrappedo6 in advertising material similar
The cost for this run anywhere from $4,00000 -$12, 000. 00. We 6 v aaftedoerporatte d t
funding to cover this cost. We are communicating with several possible funders now. Below are
some of the mock ups that we have received from the graphic design companies. We would
use photographs of local individuals for the final project
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Trailer Side Proposal #1

Trailer Side Proposal #2

Trailer Rear Design Proposal



